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 Mapleview Community Church 
 Autumn COVID-19 Update - Sept. 22, 2020 

 
“How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony!  For 

harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s head, 

that ran down his beard and onto the border of his robe.  Harmony is as 

refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon that falls on the mountains of Zion.  

And there the LORD has pronounced his blessing, even life everlasting.”   

Psalm 133:1-3 

 

Pastor Jay’s Opening Remarks  

Once again I am reaching out to all who make Mapleview Community Church 

(MCC) their family of faith and place of worship in a determined effort to keep 

all apprised of the ongoing changes and regulations that are being made 

entering into the autumn season.  My sincere prayer is for a harmonious and 

safe experience for all ages as our church begins to move inside once again for 

the winter months.  In the following document I will explain what the new season 

unfolding will look like at our MCC campus.  

 

MCC General Ministry Overview  

Starting Sunday October 4, as the church enters the autumn season and colder 

weather draws closer, MCC will shift all services and activities indoors and back 

to the three-service format. Sunday service times will be as follows: 8:30am, 

10am and 11:30am. (Don’t forget that our pre-service song begins 5 minutes 

prior to each of those services.) 

For all desiring, there will be the continued opportunity to meet from the comfort 

of your vehicle in the “Horn Honking Park and Praiser’s” designated area during 

the 10 and11:30am services. (Broadcast on 88.3FM) Look for the orange vests to 

help you park safely.   

For those seeking an added measure of safety, the “Red Zone” has been 

created with separate entrances and exits from the main body of worshippers. 

The” Red Zone” is on the 2nd floor in the glassed off Loft overlooking the Worship 

Arena.  Another safe alternative is to join the 10am live stream on YouTube or 

Facebook or the 11:30am online rebroadcast.  
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Note: My personal goal is to uphold the health regulations and safety of all 

entering MCC while at the same time protecting the rights and freedoms of 

everyone equally. I am so pleased to work with such a talented and dedicated 

staff, under board direction, who are willing to walk the second mile caring for 

the needs of the entire MCC family.  Having a safe and secure place of worship 

in addition to keeping connected with God’s purposes and God’s people is an 

essential service and priority for me. Yet this I know after 36 years of pastoral 

ministry: “You don’t get to force your feelings on others. Your righteous 

intentions, no matter how heightened you believe them to be, cannot be 

forced. That is why God gave you free will and that is what a free society is 

based upon.”  

 

MCC Health and Well-Being Guidelines 

MCC is committed to the health and well-being of all guests and members 

attending.  My objective is to exceed the current coronavirus challenges 

caused by the COVID-19 pandemic by continuing to meet the multitude of 

ongoing “regular” life challenges.  

Physical Health and Safety Measures: MCC will consistently be posting visible 

and up-to-date communication and instruction through signage, social media 

posts, email blasts, written documents and verbal communication reminding 

everyone about best practices. These instructions include: 

 COVID-19 symptoms signage: fever, temperature of 37.8°C or greater, 

new or worsening cough, shortness of breath 

 The importance of physical distancing: Staying at least 2 metres away 

from other people while attending MCC ministry and religious ceremonies 

and service events such as:  

o Children’s ministry and 

play groups 

o Wired jr. high services, 

o The Student Life youth 

night services,  

o The Young Life young 

adult services,  

o Golden Life services,  

o Prayer meetings, 

o Pause worship services,  

o Rites and ceremonies considered religious events such as funerals, 

baptisms, marriage ceremonies, child dedications, Bible studies and 

other small group events. 

 The importance of frequent and proper hand hygiene.  

 Respiratory etiquette – promoting appropriate covering of coughs and 

sneezes by: 

o coughing into sleeves and not hands,  
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o using a tissue followed by performing hand hygiene, 

o avoiding touching face with unwashed hands. 

Additional MCC safeguards include: 

• Clearly marked traffic arrows managing traffic flow of individuals to prevent 

crowding and assisting in the maintaining of 2 metre separation of individuals, 

especially at entrances, exits, hallways, and restrooms.  

• Ensuring physical distancing of at least 2 metres between individuals when in 

lines by clear markings on floors or furniture to promote physical distancing.  

• Encouraging all individuals to perform hand hygiene when entering and 

leaving. At the entrances of rooms alcohol-based hand sanitizer is available with 

greater than 60% alcohol.  

• Keeping individuals and family units/cohorts together. Promoting regular 

attendance so the same individuals/families go to the same service each 

day/week to reduce risk.  

• Adapting activities to reduce the risk of disease transmission:  

o Chairs spaced out by at least 2 metres.  

o Worship/fellowship gatherings before or after in-person services, 

including those where food and drink are shared.  

o Following guidance for indoor and outdoor events and gatherings: 

Organized indoor religious fellowship gatherings are subject to 30% of room 

capacity, with a 50 person maximum before and after services with physical 

distancing required as per Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit website, July 22,, 

2020. 

 If any materials or objects are shared or distributed ensure that hand 

hygiene is performed prior to distribution or sharing.  

o Consider leaving objects or materials to be distributed on a table for 

individuals to pick up; Limit the number of individuals who have 

contact with materials or objects.  

o Ensure any materials or objects that are returned or accessed within 

the setting are disinfected or not re-used immediately.  

o Objects may include but are not limited to books, communion, 

microphones, etc. 

 

 Regular childcare and children’s programming operating in a manner 

generally consistent with the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19 Guidance: 

Summer Day Camps.  
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• Protecting vulnerable individuals, especially those over 70 and those who are 

immuno-compromised. To protect these persons, MCC recommends vulnerable 

individuals to take part in live stream, drive-in services or 8:30am service.  

• Disinfecting frequently touched surfaces as often as possible (when in use) and 

following every Sunday service. 

• Deep cleansing by disinfectant company Friday prior to weekend services.  

• Screening and temperature-taking for willing volunteers prior to entry of 

Sunday services. Taking children’s temperatures before receiving into programs. 

• Extra large fans increasing air flow in Atrium and Worship Arena, air filters 

replaced, and ceiling fans going. 

• Optional sign in of individuals who attend services or enter the facility 

(including names, contact information, dates and times), which may help 

support case and contact tracing in the event of an outbreak. 

• Posting signage on the entry door and other visible locations throughout to 

prompt anyone to self-identify if they feel unwell, have symptoms of COVID-19, 

have travelled outside of Canada in the past 14 days or been in close contact 

with a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

 

Spiritual Health in Addition to Safety Measures at MCC  

From a biblical faith perspective there are things worse than COVID-19. To be 

true and unbiased, there are many people attending and seeking to attend 

MCC who have competing values and beliefs each having equal right to 

express those views. These views and beliefs are subject for many discussions. 

The biblical inspired word of God is our supreme authority which sets forth the 

pathway for living for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. MCC is a God-fearing 

and law-abiding people desiring to live a peaceful and purposeful life within our 

community. Yet at the same moment it must be remembered that the Bride of 

Christ, the Church, does not exist at the will of the government but at the will of 

God. With deep respect and without malice for our government there will 

certainly come a time when these two forces will collide.  

Our Pentecostal Assemblies Faith Position: MCC adheres to the “General 

Constitution and By-laws of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada”. The 

Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada was authorized by charter and letters 

patent in 1919 and stands firmly in the mainstream of historical Christianity. It 

takes the Bible as its all-sufficient source of faith and practice and subscribes 
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to the historic creeds of the universal church. In common with historical, 

evangelical Christianity, it emphasizes Christ as Saviour and coming King. It also 

presents Christ as Healer and it adopts the distinctive position that speaking in 

tongues is the initial evidence when Christ baptizes in the Holy Spirit.  
 

The P.A.O.C. Local Church Purpose: The local church is a body of believers in 

Christ who have joined together to function as a part of the universal church. 

The local church is ordained by God and provides a context in which 

believers corporately worship God, observe the ordinances of the church, are 

instructed in the faith and are equipped for the evangelization of the world 

(Jay’s comment: All of these are at odds with an unbelieving secular humanist 

society of today). 

  HOLY SCRIPTURES: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.  We understand 

the whole Bible to be inspired in the sense that holy men of God were moved 

by the Holy Spirit to write the very words of Scripture. Divine inspiration extends 

equally and fully to all parts of the original writings. The whole Bible in the 

original is, therefore, without error and, as such, is infallible, absolutely supreme 

and sufficient in authority in all matters of faith and practice (Jay’s Comment: 

To the best of my ability the ancient manifesto called the Bible is what I seek 

with all sincerity to uphold as my truth default and directive). 

 

Special Mask Advisory and Addendum:  
 

 MCC operates in accordance with current ministry of health guidelines 

regarding the wearing of masks for the general public while moving around 

the building before being seated for service. However, MCC is a sanctuary 

for all people, holding unbiased services for everyone entering into the 

house of the Lord on the Lords Day. The general public is welcome to attend 

if they choose.   
           

PLEASE NOTE – According to the July 7th /July 15th Simcoe Muskoka District Health 

Unit: 

o There is an exemption(s) for both medical and religious reasons. Pg. 

2, second paragraph, point 1, clause e: Operators of organizations: 

a person shall be exempt from wearing a face covering in the 

business or organization if: e. for any religious reason, the person 

cannot wear a face covering. 

o There is no requirement to provide proof of mask exemption for 

reasons of health issues or reasons of religious belief 

o There is not a need to turn people away who choose not to wear a 

mask.  
 

 Addendums:  

o Adults - If you are choosing to attend one of our gatherings, services 

or events at MCC we are kindly asking that you wear a mask. 
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Please assess your own personal COVID-19 risk level, the risk level of 

those in your household and all those closest to you before willingly 

agreeing to attend an event. If there are concerns we are advising 

to attend online or not to attend. 
 

o Minors - If you are a parent or guardian of a minor, MCC is asking 

you to decide, in discussion with your minor, if it is right for them to 

attend an MCC event. If there is any worry or concern you have or 

expressed anxiety displayed by your child or youth we advise that 

you not attend.   

 

 

Conclusion  

At Mapleview Community Church our staff and our entire leadership team are 

doing all we can to be completely God-honouring and integral to our entire 

church body, both young and old, with all their varied and diverse viewpoints. 

No matter how much we do, please be advised no service is completely risk-

free or going to make everyone happy.  Let me end with the beginning in mind 

and for the record state: I am not a rule breaker. I seek the highest and best for 

all those I have been given the privilege to serve as pastor. This may not satisfy 

everybody to the degree and comfort that they are looking for and I am quite 

aware of that fact. I am a sinner saved by grace and I will always need ongoing 

forgiveness and grace from my Lord. I believe that my debt to God is payable 

to all men and all women. The MCC Campus is a sanctuary for all and I am 

doing everything in my power to one day be received by our Saviour with the 

words, “Well done good and faithful servant”. 

In these days of uncertainty I’m thinking of you all! 

 

James (Jay) Davis, Rev, Pastor 

Lead Pastor 

Mapleview Community Church 
 


